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Disclaimer: The views expressed in this presentation do not necessarily reflect the views or policies of 

the Office of Planning, Research and Evaluation, the Administration for Children and Families, or the 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  
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Hispanics represent one of fastest growing population 

groups in U.S. 

Hispanic families’ utilization of early care and education 

programs often has lagged behind that of other groups 

Need to understand factors contributing to differences 

Also a need to understand extent to which  utilization 

varies within the heterogeneous Hispanic subgroup 

  

 

 

 

 

Motivation for today’s webinar:  Why 
focus on Hispanics & ECE? 
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Offering early care and education research and 
data resources to researchers, policy makers, and 

practitioners
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• Fifteen large scale, publically available data sets with 
sizeable Hispanic samples were reviewed 

• Twelve data sets had sample size of at least 500 
children under the age of 6 and were analyzed 

• Four research briefs were developed: 

1. Hispanic Elements in Large Scale Data Sets 

2. Search and Decision Making 

3. Utilization 

4. Experiences with ECE 

• In addition, two interactive tools were developed: 

1. Search and Decision Making 

2. Utilization 

 

 

Overview of ECE Briefs* & 
Interactive Tools  

* The work on the ECE briefs were led by Drs. Julia Mendez & Danielle Crosby, UNC-Greensboro  
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• Nationally representative or large-scale national study   

• Publicly available (with or without restricted access)  

• Collected in the last decade (since 2000) 

• Widely used, included in major ECE reports or papers, 

or considerable potential for use in examining ECE 

issues such as search, decision-making or utilization 

• Sizable sample of Hispanics, in particular low-income 

Hispanic households raising young children as a 

possible subgroup analysis 

 

Inclusion Criteria 
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• While large-scale datasets offer unique opportunities, 

they also have limitations and present challenges 

• Not all datasets contain a comprehensive set of 

ECE data elements 

• Differential measurement of key constructs across 

studies yields inconsistent results 

• Key variables with relevance for Hispanics may go 

unmeasured  

 

Benefits and Challenges of 
Large-Scale Data 
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• Hispanic Elements 

• Hispanic Heritage 

• Child Country of Birth 

• Parent Country of Birth 

• Time in the U.S. 

• U.S. Citizenship/ Legal Status 

• Home Language(s)  

• Parent English Proficiency 

• Parent Literacy in Any Language 

• Parent Education Outside U.S. 

 

Priority Data Elements Capturing 
Diversity of Hispanic Families 

Survey Data Elements to Unpack Diversity of Hispanic Populations (ACF, 2013) 
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• In the review, important ECE data elements were 

grouped by two dimensions  

• Characteristics of Current Arrangements 

• Care Arrangements - Number, Provider Type, 

Setting, Cost, self-care with siblings 

• Provider variables: Race/Ethnicity, languages 

spoken 

• ECE Retrospective/History 

• Time with Current provider, child ever participated 

in ECE, Child Age at First Care arrangement, 

continuity/instability 

 

Sample Data Elements:  

ECE Utilization 
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• ECE Brief Series can shed new light on possible strengths 

and limitations of large-scale data sets to generate new 

research on Hispanic children and families 

• Many existing data sets were not explicitly designed to 

address issues of access, utilization and experiences  

• New research is needed to inform the coordination or 

work, family life, and ECE experiences for a diverse and 

fast-growing Hispanic population with young children 

Summary  
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Two interactive data tools allow users to unpack, explore 

and compare individual items from different data sets:  

• The first data tool enables users to see which data sets 

include questions about number of arrangements, 

provider type, financial assistance, and more.  

• The second data tool allows users to see which 

questions are included about variables such as 

satisfaction with options, access barriers, and difficulty 

of ECE search. 

Interactive Data Tools 
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Thank you! 

For more information about the Center and/or the ECE interactive tools, please 
contact Michael López (Co-PI) or Todd Grindal 

Michael_Lopez@AbtAssoc.com 

Todd_Grindal@Abtassoc.com  

 

For more information on the ECE briefs, please contact Julia Mendez or Danielle 
Crosby, Center Co-Investigators 

jlmendez@uncg.edu  

dacrosby@uncg.edu  

 
For more information on Research Connections, please contact: 
contact@researchconnections.org  

www.HispanicResearchCenter.org 
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