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The views expressed in this publication do not necessarily 

reflect the views or policies of the Office of Planning, 

Research and Evaluation, the Administration for Children 

and Families, or the U.S. Department of Health and 

Human Services.  
 

Disclaimer 
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U.S. born

Over 90% of Hispanic children
were born in the U.S. 

1 in 4 of all U.S. children  

are Hispanic 

 

Roughly 1 in 3 of Hispanic 

children live in poverty 

1 in 2 Hispanic children have a 

foreign-born parent 

 

Why is a Research Center On Hispanic 
Children and Families Needed? 
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Mission 

A hub of research to help programs and policy better 
serve low-income Hispanics across three priority 
areas: 

• Poverty reduction and economic self-sufficiency 

• Healthy marriage and responsible fatherhood 

• Early care and education 
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Objectives 

 

 The center has three primary objectives: 

 

1. Conduct Research 

2. Build Capacity 

3. Communication and Dissemination 
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Hispanic Diversity:  
A Matter of Perspective 

Hispanics are one of the most diverse 
racial/ethnic groups 

 

Understanding this diversity provides 
a more complete picture to inform 
program and policy 

 

The more surveys include comparable 
data elements to measure diversity: 

 Greater potential to harness 
information across data sets and 
domains 
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Improving Data Infrastructure to Recognize 
Hispanic Diversity in the United States 

#HispanicData 
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Recommended Data Elements 

1. Hispanic ancestry/heritage  6. Language(s) spoken at home 

2. Country of birth   7. English speaking proficiency 

3. Parent country of birth 8. Literacy in any language 

4. U.S. citizenship  9. Highest educational level  

       outside of the U.S.  

5. Time in the U.S.  10. Legal residency 
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Approach 

 Identified 34 data sets 
 

 For each data element, identified if data set: 

1. Yes – Fully captured element 

2. No – Did not capture it 

3. Partial – Only captured element in part 

 

 Summarized information across data sets 
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Snapshot of Findings 
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Snapshot of Findings 
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Good News 

Although no data set included all 10 data elements, 

roughly 70% included at least 5.  

 

Most commonly included elements:  

 Country of birth 

 Home language 

 Parent country of birth  

 Hispanic heritage/ancestry  

 Time in the U.S.  
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Room for Improvement 

Much less data available to measure the 

social position of Hispanics. 

 

Less than 70% of data sets measured: 

 English speaking proficiency  

 Citizenship status  

 Literacy  

 Education outside the U.S.  

 

Only 12% measured legal residency status  
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Steps to improve data infrastructure 

 Include more measures to better capture diversity.  

 Not including them can lead to inaccurate 

information. 

 

 Update existing measures to more fully assess diversity.  

 Example: Most limit country of heritage to Mexican, 

Cuban, and Puerto Rican.  

 Hispanic population much more diverse.  

 

 Incorporate other important measures to extend our 

understanding of Hispanic diversity, such as measures of 
social position (e.g., citizenship status, literacy, etc.) 
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Implications 

While there is value in studying 

Hispanics as a whole, 

understanding diversity within 

the Hispanic population 

provides a more complete 

picture and can help programs 

and policies to support low-

income Hispanics more 

effectively and efficiently. 
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Why improving our measurement of the 
diversity of Hispanics matters for developing 
research agendas and program implementation? 
 

Sandra Barrueco, Ph.D. 
The Catholic University of America 
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Present Status of Research Field 

1. Often limited details available about Hispanic study 

participants  

2. Inconsistent findings about Hispanics, from basic 

descriptive information to the extent to which programs 

may benefit Hispanic children and families 

3. Inherent limitations in the applicability of findings to 

improving policy and practice, as well as advancing 

theoretical frameworks  

4. Persistent questions about the implications of 

similarities and differences within the Hispanic 

community for practice and policy  

 



26 #HispanicData 

Implications of Improved Measurement of 
Hispanic Diversity  

1. Enhanced understanding about the composition of Hispanic families across 

the United States and how the community may be changing over time 

2. Increased knowledge about the inclusion of Hispanic subgroups in research 

endeavors 

3. Improved interpretability of research findings  

4. Augmented applicability of results in developing targeted, effective policies 

and programs  
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In Which Research Endeavors does Measuring 
Hispanic Diversity Matter?  

1. Assessment and Measurement 

Development 

2. Cross-sectional Surveys and Descriptive 

Studies of the Community and of 

Programs 

3. Longitudinal Investigations of Child and 

Family Development 

4. Intervention Studies of Programs and 

Policies 
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Questions and Answers  
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Thank you! 

E-mail us at: 
 

Info@NRCHispanic.org 

 
Lina Guzman  
Lguzman@childtrends.org  
 
 
Michael López  
Michael_Lopez@ABTassoc.com  

 

@NRCHispanic 
#HispanicFamilies  
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